
 
ACTION ALERT 

For the Week of May 28 
 

ENSURE THE CONSERVATION SECURITY PROGRAM IS RESCUED DURING 
HOUSE AGRICULTURE FULL COMMITTEE MARKUP  

 
A lot has happened on the Conservation Security Program (CSP) recently: 
 
� In his farm bill proposal announced May 17th, House Agriculture Committee Chairman 

Collin Peterson (D-MN) freezes any new sign-ups for the CSP until 2012, robs the 
program of $1.1 billion to increase funding for the Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program (EQIP) and Farm and Ranchland Protection Program (FRPP), and seriously 
weakens the substance of the program, including weaker environmental standards and the 
elimination of enhancement payments. 

 
� During the Subcommittee markup of Chairman Peterson’s proposal on May 22nd, Rep. 

Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY) offered an amendment to restore the proposed funding cut and 
to then increase funding for the CSP by an additional $2 billion. Like all of the 
amendments that required increased funding, Gillibrand’s amendment was withdrawn 
with the understanding it would be back on the table for discussion at full committee. 

 
� Then, on May 24th, in a partial about-face, Chairman Peterson announced to the press that 

he would be restoring the $1.1 billion cut to CSP when the subcommittee bill comes to the 
full committee, and that he would allow the program to restart in 2010 instead of 2012.   

 
While elimination of the previously proposed $1.1 billion cut is a step in the right direction, the 
fact remains that over $4 billion has been cut from the CSP by previous actions of Congress, and 
without the restoration of those funds the program cannot serve family farmers and the 
environment on a nationwide basis.  Restoring full funding and strengthening rather than 
weakening the substantive language of the program remain critical goals. 
 
The full House Agriculture Committee is expected to take up the issue again during markup in 
mid-June.  Between now and then, if you are in a district or state of a Member who is on the 
House Agriculture Committee (see list below), please urge them to oppose the severe 
weakening language changes made to the Conservation Security Program in Rep. 
Peterson’s proposal and to support full funding for CSP during the full House Agriculture 
Committee markup. 
 

 
 
 



PLEASE CALL OR FAX IMMEDIATELY 
 

The message is simple.  I am a constituent (or resident of the state the Congressman/woman 
represents) and I am calling to urge Representative _______________to stand up for the 
Conservation Security Program during the full House Agriculture Committee markup by:  

- expressing their support for the Conservation Security Program  
- requesting full funding and a restoration of the $4 billion previously cut from the program 
- voicing their disapproval of the language currently in the House bill that would gut the 

primary features of the Conservation Security Program 
 
It’s easy to call or write. Please call your Representative’s office (phone numbers below). Ask 
the receptionist to connect you with the staff person responsible for agriculture.  If the agriculture 
aid is unavailable, leave your name, phone number, and the message above on the aid’s voice 
mail, or, if necessary, with the receptionist.  
 
If you prefer to write, fax a brief letter with the same points above, along with your name, 
address, and contact information (fax numbers below).   
 
Background 
 
The Conservation Security Program (CSP) is an innovative and proactive stewardship incentives 
program first authorized in the 2002 Farm Bill.  The CSP provides financial and technical 
assistance to farmers and ranchers who develop and maintain conservation systems that solve 
critical natural resource and environmental concerns, rewarding them for investments of labor, 
management, and capital aimed at fostering healthy, productive, and non-eroding soils, clear air 
and clean water, energy savings, and wildlife habitat.  The CSP helps sustainable and organic 
farmers, drives new conservation investments, and supports farmers for the environmental 
benefits they can foster rather than production of particular crops.   
 
Despite its wide popularity with farmers and ranchers, the intent and scope of the CSP have been 
stunted by repeated cuts to its funding levels.  In total, $4.3 billion has been cut from the 
program, resulting in decisions by USDA to make the program available in a limited number of 
watersheds rather than on a nationwide basis.  The 2007 Farm Bill is the vehicle for improving 
the CSP, strengthening its environmental criteria, ensuring that it serves sustainable and organic 
farmers, and getting its funding back to a level where the program can be made available to 
farmers on a regular nationwide basis.   
 
Chairman Peterson’s original proposal, rather than restoring funding to the CSP, instead would 
make another huge cut, effectively shutting the program down for the life of the new 5-year farm 
bill.  His revised proposal would restore the funding cut he proposed, but not restore any of the 
$4.3 billion cut previously.  Moreover, his proposal would delay implementation of the CSP for 
two years (2008 and 2009) and the program that would then go into effect under his plan would 
be a mere shadow of the current program.  There would be lower environmental standards, no 
graduated enrollment tiers, and no enhancement payments, just new practice cost share.  
Enhancement payments for superior resource management currently account for the vast 
majority of CSP payments.  In essence, the Peterson plan would retain the name “CSP” but 
would turn it into an entirely different and more traditional program. 
 



110th CONGRESS: HOUSE AGRICULTURE COMMITTEE 
 
Democrats 
 

Representative Staff Phone FAX 
Collin Peterson (MN-7), Chair  Robin Goracke  202-225-2165 202-225-1593 
Tim Holden (PA-17)  Liz Hermsen 202-225-5546 202-226-0996 
Mike McIntyre (NC-7) Kim Sega 202-225-2731 202-225-5773 
Bob Etheridge (NC-2) Benjamin Bell 202-225-4531 202-225-5662 
Leonard Boswell (IA-3) Alexis Taylor 202-225-3806 202-225-5608 
Joe Baca (CA-43) Yooli Choi 202-225-6161 202-225-8671 
Dennis Cardoza (CA-18) Anne Cannon 202-225-6131 202-225-0819 
David Scott (GA-13) Gary Woodward 202-225-2939 202-225-4628 
Jim Marshall (GA-8) Bradley Edgell 202-225-6531 202-225-3013 
Stephanie Herseth (SD-at large) Ryan Stroschein 202-225-2801 202-225-5823 
Henry Cuellar (TX-28)  Keith Jones 202-225-1640 202-225-1641 
Jim Costa (CA-20) Jacqlyn Schneider 202-225-3341 202-225-9308 
John Salazar (CO-3) Tate Rosenbusch 202-225-4761 202-226-9669 
Brad Ellsworth (IN-8) Jed D’Ercole 202-225-4636 202-225-3284 
Nancy Boyda (KS-2) Shana Guinn 202-225-6601 202-225-7986 
Zack Space (OH-18) Aaron Schmidt 202-225-6265 202-225-3394 
Tim Walz (MN-1) Jeremy Bratt 202-225-2472 202-225-3433 
Kirsten Gillibrand (NY-20) Brooke Jamison 202-225-5614 202-225-1168 
Steve Kagen (WI-8) Mark Cason 202-225-5665 202-225-5729 
Earl Pomeroy (ND-at large) Aleta Botts  202-225-2611 202-226-0893 
Lincoln Davis (TN-4) Noel Smith 202-225-6831 202-226-5172 
John Barrow (GA-12) Chris Schepis  202-225-2823 202-225-3377 
Nick Lampson (TX-22) Carlyle Chess 202-225-5951 202-225-5241 
Joe Donnelly (IN-2) Andrew Lattanner 202-225-3915 202-225-6798 
Tim Mahoney (FL-16) Patrick Givens 202-225-5792 202-225-3132 
 
 
Republicans 
 

Representative Staff Phone Fax 
Bob Goodlatte (VA-6),  
Ranking Member 

Branden Ritchie  202-225-5431 202-225-9681 

Terry Everett (AL-2) James Wallner 202-225-2901 202-225-8913 
Frank Lucas (OK-3) Nicole Scott 202-225-5565 202-225-8698 
Jerry Moran (KS-1) Aaron Popelka 202-225-2715 202-225-5124 
Robin Hayes (NC-8) Tommy Sevier 202-225-3715 202-225-4036 
Timothy Johnson (IL-15) Bobby Frederick 202-225-2371 202-226-0791 
Sam Graves (MO-6) Seth Appleton 202-225-7041 202-225-8221 
Jo Bonner (AL-1) Watson Donald 202-225-4931 202-225-0562 
Mike Rogers (AL-3) Whitney Verett 202-225-3261 202-226-8485 
Steve King (IA-5) Brent Boydston 202-225-4426 202-225-3193 
Marilyn Musgrave (CO-4) Craig Rushing 202-225-4676 202-225-5870 
Randy Neugebauer (TX-19) Kathy Bergren 202-225-4005 202-225-9615 
Charles Boustany Jr. (LA-7) Michael Hare 202-225-2031 202-225-5724 
John “Randy” Kuhl Jr. (NY-29) Lauryn Bernier 202-225-3161 202-226-6599 



Virginia Foxx (NC-5) Clark Peterson 202-225-2071 202-225-2995 
K. Michael Conaway (TX-11) Scott Graves 202-225-3605 202-225-1783 
Jeff Fortenberry (NE-1) Alan Feyerherm 202-225-4806 202-225-5686 
Jean Schmidt (OH-2) Matt Perin 202-225-3164 202-225-1992 
Adrian Smith (NE-3) Monica Jirik  202-225-6435 202-225-0207 
Kevin McCarthy (CA-22) Shelby Hagenauer 202-225-2915 202-225-2908 
Tim Walberg (MI-7) Matt  Mika 202-225-6276 202-225-6281 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


