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Washington, D.C. March 19, 2088The Sustainable Agriculture Coalition applauds$b

billion in new funding for conservation title pragns in the preliminary conference funding
framework agreed upon Monday night by leaders efSanate and House Agriculture
Committees. The $5 billion increase in fundingdonservation programs will allow for a fully
funded Conservation Security Program and WetlarefeRe Program, and provide significant
funding for other farm bill conservation programs.

“We congratulate the leaders of the Senate and élAgsiculture Committees for working
together to develop a framework that includes #®hiin new funding for conservation
programs. This is the minimum funding level the tonservation, wildlife, and environmental
communities have been urging and that is despgnagglded on the ground,” said Martha Noble,
senior policy analyst with the Sustainable Agriatdt Coalition. “We urge the other conference
committee members, Speaker Pelosi, and SenateiMdjeader Reid to accept the conservation
funding level proposal without delay so that negidns can move forward and a new farm bill
can be approved this year.”

Funding for conservation programs and in partictiarConservation Security Program has been
cut by appropriators in past years to fund emergeéigaster programs. More than $4 billion has
been cut from the Conservation Security Programesinwas first authorized in 2002, forcing

the program to be implemented on a watershed-bgralad rather than a nationwide basis. An
additional $5 billion in the Conservation Title ¢ddully fund the Conservation Security

Program in the next farm bill, allowing eligiblerfiaers nationwide to enroll in the program on a
continuous basis and 13 million new acres to bedd@ch year.

“The conservation title programs should not be wsedn offset for a permanent disaster
program when they encourage the very farming prestihat can help shield producers from
weather-related risks and adjust to longer termaté changes,” Noble said. “With the current
ethanol boom threatening to undo many of the pas$ervation efforts of farmers and ranchers,
it iIs more important now than ever that we have@ng conservation title in the next farm bill.”
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The Sustainable Agriculture Coalition representasgroots farm, rural, and conservation organizasion
from across the country that advocate for publigses supporting the long-term economic and
environmental sustainability of agriculture, natlrasources and rural communities.






