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“Encourage Organic and Sustainable Agriculture Organic food is the fastest growing
sector of the American food marketplace. Demamdtstainable, locally grown, grass-
finished and heritage foods is also growing quicklhese niche markets present new
opportunities for beginning farmers because spamderations often require more
management and labor than capital.”

"Expand Research at Land Grant and 1890 SchooisThe research and education
provided by the nation’s land grant and 1890 ceteglayed a pivotal role in establishing
America’s competitive advantage in agriculture... && Obama and Joe Biden will
increase research and educational funding for pi®much as enhancing the profitability
and competitiveness of small and mid-size farmgepreneurial education for adults and
youth learners, and research on alternative eraapuction systems and how to produce
conservation commodities efficiently.”
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Within the new office, the Socially Disadvantagedriers group includes the new Advisory
Committee on Minority Farmers and the new USDA Raorker Coordinator. The existing
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functions of the current Office of Outreach and &aity which serves socially disadvantaged
producers and minority serving institutions areatansferred to the Office of Advocacy and
Outreach from the Office of the Assistant SecrefaryCivil Rights, thereby allowing the ASCR
to focus solely on the critical tasks of assurirfgDA compliance with civil rights laws and
addressing the many unresolved civil rights casesgssues. This transfer allows the functions
of the current Office of Outreach and Diversityomseparated from the issues of program and
service discrimination and folded into a specialugr that focuses on building a better present
and future in agriculture for socially disadvantageoducers.

The Small and Beginning Farmers and Ranchers gsogipen responsibility for continuing and
building upon the functions for the existing OfficeSmall Farms Coordination, the Small
Farms and Beginning Farmer and Rancher Councilffamédvisory Committee for Beginning
Farmers and Ranchers, plus a consultative role@administration of the Beginning Farmer
and Ranchers Development Program administered IREES.
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TheSenior Farmers Market Nutrition Programawards grants to States, territories, and tribal
governments to provide low-income seniors with @ngthat can be exchanged for eligible
foods at farmers markets, roadside stands, and coityrsupported agrlculture programs. The
2008 Farm Bill provides $20.6 million per year for 91 " 3

TheHealthy Urban Food Enterprise Development Centsrestablished through the 2008 Farm
Bill to provide small grants and technical assistato small and medium-sized agricultural
producers, food wholesalers and retailers, schaalsother individuals and entities regarding
best practices and increasing the availabilityuafhsproducts in underserved communities, also
known as “food deserts.”
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Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP)
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“Partner with Landowners to Conserve Private Lands Barack Obama and Joe Biden
will... create additional incentives for private laawdhers for sustainable agriculture to
protect and restore wetlands, grasslands, forestether wildlife habitat.”

“Protect the Rights of Sportsmen Barack Obama and Joe Biden are fully committed t
protecting the forests, fish, and game our spontsemgoy. They will provide full funding
for a broad range of conservation programs.”

“Combat Water Pollution in Rural America : Barack Obama and Joe Biden will work
to improve incentives that help farmers prevenbfipollution from soil erosion,
pesticides and fertilizer.”

“Invest in Rural Lands and Reduce Carbon Emission®y Promoting Carbon
Sequestration As forests are cut down, burned and convertedheratses, carbon stored
in wood, leaves, and soils are released into tm@sphere, making the global climate
change problem worse. Barack Obama and Joe Belevé any domestic program to
reduce carbon emissions must include domestic tivesnthat reward forest owners,
farmers, and ranchers when they plant trees, eegtaisslands, undertake farming
practices that capture carbon dioxide from the aphere, or engage in no till practices
that retain carbon currently stored in the soihc&uraging these efforts will also provide
improve water quality and restore natural areasvitilife and recreation.”
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Rural Development State Directors
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Recommendation — Administrative Action

Issue an Executive Order that requires new primaasyifications for State Directors of
USDA/Rural Development, including experience orgarg farmer groups for rural
development, especially for collaborative procegsind marketing ventures, including locally-
owned and value-added enterprises. The Executiger@hould also require that:

all new Rural Development staff be trained in fé&iion and organizing;

the training and evaluation of new Rural Developt#taff is an integrated process that
involves outside stakeholders from non-governmeonigdnizations with experience in
organizing and facilitation; and

Rural Development staff should be evaluated on el they facilitate grants and work
within the community.

Background

The culture of the USDA-RD is a remnant of the B&dmers Home Administration, where the
majority of staff were involved with loans and loamocessing. Therefore, RD typically hires
loan officers or people who come from that backgobuThese people are trained in different
skill sets than community developers or communityaaizers. In order to accomplish
sustainable community development, one needs tk dicectly with people in a community,
not just on a grant application, but also on otie®ds such as leadership development.

Many USDA program grant awards (such as VAPG andRRgrants) are going to people in
those states that can organize sufficiently toafipl these grants. Some states have not even
achieved moderate levels of success in helping titedens access these grant funds. These
states are being under-served by USDA. One raagbat USDA Rural Development staff lack
the training and motivation to facilitate rural comnity organizing. As this situation has
stagnated over the years, the consequence idthatdtes that need such rural development the
most are least likely to achieve it.

Residents of underserved states never see USDAeRDahy type of community training event
specifically for their programs. Instead, NGOsdaeen the voice crying in the wilderness in
organizing and educating rural residents to acd&3A-RD programs -- especially REAP and
VAPG. Some underserved states would not even thigipants in the program without NGO
organizing of rural groups. The lack of succesaraferserved states stands in stark contrast to
similarly rural states. Bottom line: there is aedneed for RD staff with skills in rural organigin
to ensure that all rural states reap the bendfitsral organizing now enjoyed only by a few
fortunate states.
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matching grant program to leverage state and grinainey and build the long-term capacity to
guide the coming evolution of American agriculttwea highly productive sustainable system.
The budget proposal will also allow for criticaastments in Iong -term systems researzh.
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1. Do Not Issue the Naturally-Raised Label Claimt&ndard. The Bush Administration
issues a proposed Natural-Raised Label Claim Stdri{@ocket No. AMS—-LS-07-0131; LS—
07-16) under the AMS process verified program Wes universally opposed by consumer and
sustainable and organic farming groups. If it gioeel before January 20 it should be quickly
revoked. The label claim would cause consumerusion between an AMS naturally-raised
label and a FSIS natural label. The claim wous aliolate the principle that labels should be
clear and distinct and easily understood.

2. Clarify the Naturally-Processed Label Terminolgy. FSIS is in the process of updating its
“natural’” meat label classification. To eliminatenfusion about what the label actually means,
it should be amended to the more precise and aecigran “naturally-processed.”

3. Stop Case-by-Case Determination&abeling for animal raising claims cannot ultielgtbe

fair and transparent for producers and consuméheyf are determined on a case-by-case basis
with a multitude of resulting definitions and meags. This is true whether the label is based on
a company or producer affidavit or whether it isdxdhon third party certification. Raising

claims need consistent meaning, not scores ofrdittedefinitions and meanings for the same
term or very similar terms.

4. Stop Grandfathering Labels that are Below Stanards. By necessity, a clear, fair,
transparent system is going to evolve over tims.labeling claim standards for animal raising
claims are determined, a key issue will be whataavith pre-existing FSIS approved labels.
We believe that fairness for all producers dictétes once a USDA standard has been set, all
pre-existing labels should either come under thve standard or cease using the label.
Otherwise, even if the agency were to prospectinedye away from case-by-case
determinations, there will continue to be multigli#erent definitions and meanings of the same
claim, resulting in an unfair competitive disadag# for sustainable livestock systems and
continued confusion for consumers.

5. Issue Final Animal Raising Label Claim Standard for Free Range/Pasture-Based, No
Antibiotics Used, and No Added Hormones Over the past few years, AMS appeared to be
making considerable progress on process verifigel lelaim standards for no antibiotics, no
added hormones, and free range/pasture raisecbrtunétely, despite the progress, the outgoing
Administration failed to issue final rules, withetlsole exception of the grass-fed label. We
heartily endorse a return to those other raisiagrcktandards, with a commitment to finalizing
them in 2009, and to apply them to both the prowesfied program and to FSIS label approval.
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6. Institute an Automatic Review Process To achieve of workable label approval systentwit
fair, transparent, and uniform standards throughrdication or certification process, there
needs to be an automatic review process wherelneségifrom producers, companies and
certifiers for raising claim labels that do not hetve accepted standards in place trigger an
evaluation of whether or not a new raising claiamgiard should be developed and issued.

If the review process determines a new animalngikibel claim standard should be developed,
AMS should develop the standard and issue it fi(Mipcomment. In cases where there is no
current AMS standard and, after an automatic rexaed evaluation, there are still no plans to
develop one, FSIS needs to develop a clear prdeessaluating the truthfulness of the animal
raising label claim in question. In such casedSFEBould establish defined standard for such a
label claims, and not evaluate claims on a caseadsg-basis.
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